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M o n t a n a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  C o n s e r v a t i o n

The Montana Reserved Water
Rights Compact Commission
Montana’s Reserved Water Rights
Compact Commission (RWRCC)
was established by the Montana
Legislature in 1979 as part of the
statewide general stream adjudica-
tion process (§85-2-701,MCA).
The Compact Commission is
composed of nine members. Legal
and historical research and technical
analyses are prepared for the Com-
mission by a multi-disciplinary staff of
eleven professional and technical
members which includes a program
manager, two attorneys, a historical
researcher, an agricultural engineer, two
hydrologists, a soils scientist, a digital geogra-
pher, and two administrative staff.

Federal Reserved Water Rights
The Commission is authorized to negotiate settle-
ments with federal agencies and Indian tribes that
claim federal reserved water rights within the State.
A federal reserved water right is a right to use
water that is implied from an act of Congress, a
treaty, or an executive order establishing a tribal
or federal reservation.

Public Involvement
Citizen participation is an essential element of each settlement
negotiation and insures that the Commission’s deliberations on
behalf of the State address the concerns of the public and incor-
porate local solutions to water use problems.

Compacts Completed
by the Commission

Fort Peck - Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes
May 1985 — §85-20-201, MCA

Northern Cheyenne Tribe
September 1992 — §85-20-301, MCA

U.S. Bureau of Land Management September
1997 §85-20-501, MCA Upper Missouri National

Wild and Scenic River I Bear Trap Canyon
Public Recreation Site

Rocky Boy’s Reservation - Chippewa Cree Tribe
§85-20-601) MCA
(Effective upon Congressional Approval)

U.S. National Park Service
Jan. 1994, May 1995 — §85-20-401, MCA

Yellowstone National Park Glacier National Park
Big Hole National Battlefield

Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
July 1997 — §85-20-701, MCA

Black Coulee National Wildlife Refuge
Benton Lake National Wildlife Refuge

Rocky Boy’s Signing Ceremony
May 21, 1997

Northern Cheyenne Signing Ceremony
June 11, 1991

Rocky Boy’s Signing Ceremony
May 21, 1997

U.S. Bureau of Land Management Signing Ceremony
September 10, 1997

U.S. National Park Service Signing Ceremony
May 30, 1995


